THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC  STUDY OF THE FAMILY
the present case, if Jung's view were correct, this rule would
no longer hold. The desire for incestuous relations with one's
parents is obviously exposed to much more serious inhibitions
at the conscious level than is the desire to escape from the
labours and responsibilities of adult life. The latter desire,
although it may of course become the object of moral dis-
approval is generally of a nature to be freely admitted to
consciousness. The idea of our own laziness or want of courage
in meeting the difficulties of life can be faced by most of us
(including the class of neurotics who, according to Jung's l^ypo-
thesis, must, it would seem, have fallen ill owing to the re-
pression of the desires connected with these ideas) without
arousing any overwhelming sense of moral turpitude; whereas
the idea of incest, even in the case of others, meets with the
greatest abhorrence, and in relation to ourselves usually en-
counters sufficient opposition to be kept out of waking con-
sciousness altogether. It would therefore seem that, on Jung's
view, it is the conscious which is symbolised at a relatively un-
conscious level—a complete reversal of the usual order which,
on the ground of the psycho-analytic knowledge already gained,
must be regarded as highly improbable, at any rate in so far
as it is to be looked upon as a full explanation of the
phenomena under discussion.
Such a view         It  would  thus  appear  that  we  have   good   reasons  for
Callcotmpleted rejecting the view that the apparently sexual manifestations of
explanation    love by the child towards its parents are only symbols of the
contain certain desire to return to the state of tutelage and protection enjoyed
valuable   ele- in early years.   It docs not follow, however, that the whole of
ments o trut   jung's   conclusions   as   regards    the   relation   of   the   parent
complexes to the development of individuality in the child are
to be rejected.   On the contrary, it is almost certain that they
contain valuable truths which had to some extent been over-
looked,  or at any rate  had  received  less attention than they
deserved, in some of the earlier investigations. Even as regards
the symbolisation of the developmental tendencies in the incest
fancies, Jung may be right in a number of important points. It
is only so far as he would maintain that such S3rmbolisation
exhausts the whole significance of the incest tendencies that he
is almost certainly in error.
The possibility of a further analysis of the incest tendencies
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